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What’s the big problem 
with trash?

 Vấn đề lớn của rác thải 
là gì? Rác thải không tốt 
và không công bằng cho 
chúng ta, thành phố, và 
môi trường của chúng 
ta.

အမှိုက်တွေက 
ဘယ်လိုပြသနာကြီးတွေရှိလဲ? 
အမှိုက်တွေဟာ ကျန်းမာရေးနဲ့ 
မညီညွတ်ဘူး၊ ကျွန်တော် 
ကျွန်မတို့တွေ၊ ကျွန်တော် 
ကျွန်မတို့ နေထိုင်ရာ မြို့တော်၊ 
ပတ်ဝန်းကျင်တို့ အတွက် 
မသင့်တော်ပါဘူး။

តើអ្វីទៅជាបញ្ហាធំរបស់ 
សំរាមនោះ? សំរាមផ្តល់សុខភា
ពមិនល្អនិងមិនសមរម្យសម្
រាប់យើង ទីក្រុងយើងនិងបរិស្ថា
នរស់នៅរបស់យើង។

 ¿Cuál es el gran 
problema con la 
basura?  La basura no 
es saludable y es mala 
para nosotros, nuestra 
ciudad y nuestro medio 
ambiente.

Philadelphia is known as one of the 
dirtiest cities in the United States. Our 
city used to have trash pickup two times 
a week, but now that we’re back to just 
one pickup per week the system isn’t big 
enough to handle the amount of trash 
thrown out in the city. So where does it 
go? Too much of it goes to our streets!

Trash and litter are harmful to wildlife 
and to our environment. Trash on the 
street washes down storm drains to the 
river where it can seriously harm or kill 
fish and animals. We must protect and 
preserve the environment for future 
generations.

We live in a consumer culture. The 
buying and selling of products is what 
keeps our economy going, but this 
also generates a lot of trash, litter, and 
waste.  Many consumer products create 
waste like plastic bottles, potato chip 
bags, and plastic shopping bags. Most 
consumer goods themselves are used 
for a short period of time then thrown 
away, creating even more waste. This is 
unsustainable.

Trash and litter often make people 
feel ashamed of where they live. 
Trash and litter also attract disease 
carrying vermin. It can be stressful 
and depressing to live in a “dirty” 
neighborhood. 

ABOUT THIS PROJECT

“We Have a Right to a Clean City” BY: Margaret Kearney, Lead 
Artist/Instructor, and Ron Whyte (Deep Green Philly), Lead Activist/
Instructor.  A product of Trash Academy. 

TRASH ACADEMY. Trash is a pernicious problem across the city 
(nicknamed “Filthadelphia”) and is especially pervasive in Southeast 
Philadelphia. Trash Academy is a “collaboratory” with community 
residents of South Philadelphia, Margaret Kearney, The City of 
Philadelphia Mural Arts Program’s Restored Spaces Initiative, and 
LandHealth Institute.

Visiting environmental activist Ron Whyte, artist Margaret Kearney, 
and environmental science classroom teacher Dr. Noah Goldman 
collaborated to guide students at Southern High School through 
an investigation of city systems, citizen rights, and responsibilities 
related to litter. To develop this tool, they researched relevant 
services and solutions by interviewing experts and decision makers, 
visiting key sites, and engaging in critical discussion. 
 
RESTORED SPACES. David Harvey defines the “right to the city” 
as “a right to change ourselves by changing the city.” Mural Arts’ 
Restored Spaces Initiative uses socially-engaged public art as a 
platform for neighborhood change. The initiative works hand-in-hand 
with diverse groups including grassroots community organizations, 
activists, nonprofits, and engaged neighbors to develop and plan 
projects at the intersection of public art, social justice, and the 
environment.

We Have a Right to a 
Clean City!

យើងមានសិទ្ធិទទួល បាន ទីក្រុងស្អាត!

Chúng ta có Quyền được sống 
trong một Thành phố Sạch 

đẹp! 

A Practical Guide to Trash Rights and 
Responsibilities in Philadelphia 

¡Tenemos derecho a una 
ciudad limpia!

ကျွန်တော် ကျွန်မတို့မှာ သန့်ရှင်းတဲ့ 
မြို့တော်တစ်ခု ရပိုင်ခွင့်ရှိပါတယ်!

TRASH ACADEMY STUDENTS: Bahyna, Brenay 
Banks, Akiema Boggs, Jordan Heng, Aminata 
Kamara, Isaac Lupaya, William Mickens, An 
Nguyen, Joseph Ortiz, Zandra Parker, Lisbeth 
Perez, Regina, Alex Rodriguez, Talon Sander, 
Rakim Shay, TJ, Timmy Tran

SPONSORS: Major support for Trash Academy 
is provided by the Surdna Foundation. Restored 
Spaces is funded by PTS Foundation, Surdna 
Foundation, and the FAO Schwarz Family 
Foundation. 

BIG THANKS TO OUR INTERVIEWEES: Jeremy 
Griffin, environmental activist; Angela Vogel 
& Yaz Naajibi, EDGE Philly; Selena Williams, 
Philadelphia Streets Department; Annie 
Preston, Philadelphia Parks and Recreation; 
Julie Hancher, Green Philly Blog; Dusty Hinz & 
Nathan Kleinman, Experimental Farm Network; 
Maurice Sampson, Clean Water Action

PROJECT MANAGEMENT: Julius Ferraro, Shari 
Hersh, and Margaret Kearney.

MORE THANKS: Scott Quitel, LandHealth 
Institute; Ambrose Liu, Mural Arts



W
hat can I do?

 

G
reening 

G
et Involved 

Reduce/Reuse/Recycle

G
ardens and green spaces im

prove our 
neighborhoods and help reduce trash. Plants 
and trees can reduce stress and anxiety, clean 
our soil and air, and build com

m
unity. W

hen 
people feel good about w

here they live they are 
less likely to dum

p trash and litter. 

C
LEA

N
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U
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V
IRO

N
M

EN
T

Lead in the soil can harm
 our health and C

O
2 from

 trucks and 
cars is a form

 of litter and w
aste. Plants and trees take in C

O
2 

and clean our air, m
aking it healthier to breathe! C

ertain plants 
like sunflow

ers can be used to clean toxic soil-- this is called re-
m

ediation. O
nce the soil is clean w

e can use it to plant food.

BU
ILD

 C
O

M
M

U
N

ITY
U

rban gardens help build com
m

unity. Vacant lots attract trash, 
litter, drug abuse, and crim

e. Transform
 vacant lots into an ur-

ban garden to im
prove your neighborhood!

Los jardines y los espacios 
verdes m

ejoran nuestros 
barrios y ayudan a reducir la 
basura. C

uando las personas 
se sienten bien en el lugar 
donde viven, son m

enos 
propensas a contam

inar y 
tirar basura. 
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C
ác khu vườn và không gian 

xanh giúp cải thiện những khu 
phố của chúng ta và giúp giảm

 
thiểu lượng rác thải. Khi con 
người cảm

 thấy tốt về nơi họ 
sống, họ ít có khả năng vứt và 
xả rác.

- Start a com
m

unity garden (or join one that  
  already exists in your neighborhood!). 

- Join a cleanup through your PM
BC

 Block 
  C

aptain or the Philly Spring C
lean U

p. 

- C
heck out w

w
w

.illegaldum
pfreepa.org, 

  w
here you can sign up to borrow

 a cam
era 

  to m
onitor and report illegal dum

ping. 

- C
all 3-1-1 (or use the app) to report illegal 

  dum
ping and other violations.

- C
all your councilperson or the M

ayor to let 
  them

 know
 you support im

provem
ents to 

  our w
aste m

anagem
ent system

.  H
ere are 

  som
e ideas of w

hat you could advocate for: 
 

- legislation to ban plastic bags 
 

- m
ore bilingual trash inform

ation
 

- trash pickup tw
ice per w

eek in densely  
 

  populated neighborhoods
 

- cam
eras to m

onitor illegal dum
ping 

  You can find your councilperson’s contact 
  info online at w

w
w

.phlcouncil.com

H
ere are som

e things you can do to help solve Philly’s 
trash and litter problem

:

"M
ayor Kenney has prom

ised* to m
ake substantial progress 

tow
ards the developm

ent of a cityw
ide litter plan for public release 

by the end of his first year in office; he has prom
ised to convene 

a litter cabinet and appoint a point person in his adm
inistration to 

oversee the im
plem

entation of a cross-departm
ental litter action 

plan.  [...] A
s citizens concerned for our com

m
unities, it is our 

responsibility to hold M
ayor Kenney accountable to his prom

ise 
and call on C

ity C
ouncil to act."   

 
- M

aurice Sam
pson, C

lean W
ater A

ction, *Kenney Transition 
Report, page 34, released January 5, 2016

Recycling is an easy w
ay to protect our environm

ent and reduce 
trash and litter in our neighborhoods! W

hat goes in the recycling 
bin?

 Tái chế làm
 giảm

 lượng rác thải và sự xả rác, giúp bảo 
vệ m

ôi trường của chúng ta. N
hững loại rác nào có thể 

được cho vào thùng rác tái chế?

El reciclaje reduce la basura, los desperdicios y 
protege al m

edio am
biente. ¿Q

ue se puede colocar en 
el contenedor de reciclaje?
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ំរាមស

ំរាប់ កែច្នៃ  ប្រើ ឡ
ើង វិញ

?

The city provides recycling pickup service on the sam
e day as trash 

day.  If you do not have a blue bin you can still recycle: just w
rite 

“REC
YC

LIN
G

” on any plastic or m
etal container 32 gallons or sm

aller!
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N
ếu bạn không có thùng m

àu 
xanh, bạn vẫn có thể tái chế 
-- chỉ cần viết “REC

YC
LIN

G
”  

trên bất kỳ thùng chứa bằng 
nhựa hoặc kim

 loại nào có 
dung tích 32 gallon hoặc nhỏ 
hơn.

Si no tienes un contenedor 
azul, puedes reciclar 
igualm

ente: sim
plem
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escribe “REC

YC
LIN

G
” en 

cualquier recipiente de 
plástico o de m

etal de unos 32 
galones o m

enos. 
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Look inside for m
ore inform

ation about your trash rights and 
responsibilities!

V
isit w

w
w

.philadelphiastreets.com
/recycling for m

ore info about Philly’s recycling system
 and w

hat can and cannot be recycled.
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What’s the big problem 
with trash?

 Vấn đề lớn của rác thải 
là gì? Rác thải không tốt 
và không công bằng cho 
chúng ta, thành phố, và 
môi trường của chúng 
ta.

အမှိုက်တွေက 
ဘယ်လိုပြသနာကြီးတွေရှိလဲ? 
အမှိုက်တွေဟာ ကျန်းမာရေးနဲ့ 
မညီညွတ်ဘူး၊ ကျွန်တော် 
ကျွန်မတို့တွေ၊ ကျွန်တော် 
ကျွန်မတို့ နေထိုင်ရာ မြို့တော်၊ 
ပတ်ဝန်းကျင်တို့ အတွက် 
မသင့်တော်ပါဘူး။

តើអ្វីទៅជាបញ្ហាធំរបស់ 
សំរាមនោះ? សំរាមផ្តល់សុខភា
ពមិនល្អនិងមិនសមរម្យសម្
រាប់យើង ទីក្រុងយើងនិងបរិស្ថា
នរស់នៅរបស់យើង។

 ¿Cuál es el gran 
problema con la 
basura?  La basura no 
es saludable y es mala 
para nosotros, nuestra 
ciudad y nuestro medio 
ambiente.

Philadelphia is known as one of the 
dirtiest cities in the United States. Our 
city used to have trash pickup two times 
a week, but now that we’re back to just 
one pickup per week the system isn’t big 
enough to handle the amount of trash 
thrown out in the city. So where does it 
go? Too much of it goes to our streets!

Trash and litter are harmful to wildlife 
and to our environment. Trash on the 
street washes down storm drains to the 
river where it can seriously harm or kill 
fish and animals. We must protect and 
preserve the environment for future 
generations.

We live in a consumer culture. The 
buying and selling of products is what 
keeps our economy going, but this 
also generates a lot of trash, litter, and 
waste.  Many consumer products create 
waste like plastic bottles, potato chip 
bags, and plastic shopping bags. Most 
consumer goods themselves are used 
for a short period of time then thrown 
away, creating even more waste. This is 
unsustainable.

Trash and litter often make people 
feel ashamed of where they live. 
Trash and litter also attract disease 
carrying vermin. It can be stressful 
and depressing to live in a “dirty” 
neighborhood. 

ABOUT THIS PROJECT

“We Have a Right to a Clean City” BY: Margaret Kearney, Lead 
Artist/Instructor, and Ron Whyte (Deep Green Philly), Lead Activist/
Instructor.  A product of Trash Academy. 

TRASH ACADEMY. Trash is a pernicious problem across the city 
(nicknamed “Filthadelphia”) and is especially pervasive in Southeast 
Philadelphia. Trash Academy is a “collaboratory” with community 
residents of South Philadelphia, Margaret Kearney, The City of 
Philadelphia Mural Arts Program’s Restored Spaces Initiative, and 
LandHealth Institute.

Visiting environmental activist Ron Whyte, artist Margaret Kearney, 
and environmental science classroom teacher Dr. Noah Goldman 
collaborated to guide students at Southern High School through 
an investigation of city systems, citizen rights, and responsibilities 
related to litter. To develop this tool, they researched relevant 
services and solutions by interviewing experts and decision makers, 
visiting key sites, and engaging in critical discussion. 
 
RESTORED SPACES. David Harvey defines the “right to the city” 
as “a right to change ourselves by changing the city.” Mural Arts’ 
Restored Spaces Initiative uses socially-engaged public art as a 
platform for neighborhood change. The initiative works hand-in-hand 
with diverse groups including grassroots community organizations, 
activists, nonprofits, and engaged neighbors to develop and plan 
projects at the intersection of public art, social justice, and the 
environment.

We Have a Right to a 
Clean City!

យើងមានសិទ្ធិទទួល បាន ទីក្រុងស្អាត!

Chúng ta có Quyền được sống 
trong một Thành phố Sạch 

đẹp! 

A Practical Guide to Trash Rights and 
Responsibilities in Philadelphia 

¡Tenemos derecho a una 
ciudad limpia!

ကျွန်တော် ကျွန်မတို့မှာ သန့်ရှင်းတဲ့ 
မြို့တော်တစ်ခု ရပိုင်ခွင့်ရှိပါတယ်!

TRASH ACADEMY STUDENTS: Bahyna, Brenay 
Banks, Akiema Boggs, Jordan Heng, Aminata 
Kamara, Isaac Lupaya, William Mickens, An 
Nguyen, Joseph Ortiz, Zandra Parker, Lisbeth 
Perez, Regina, Alex Rodriguez, Talon Sander, 
Rakim Shay, TJ, Timmy Tran

SPONSORS: Major support for Trash Academy 
is provided by the Surdna Foundation. Restored 
Spaces is funded by PTS Foundation, Surdna 
Foundation, and the FAO Schwarz Family 
Foundation. 

BIG THANKS TO OUR INTERVIEWEES: Jeremy 
Griffin, environmental activist; Angela Vogel 
& Yaz Naajibi, EDGE Philly; Selena Williams, 
Philadelphia Streets Department; Annie 
Preston, Philadelphia Parks and Recreation; 
Julie Hancher, Green Philly Blog; Dusty Hinz & 
Nathan Kleinman, Experimental Farm Network; 
Maurice Sampson, Clean Water Action

PROJECT MANAGEMENT: Julius Ferraro, Shari 
Hersh, and Margaret Kearney.

MORE THANKS: Scott Quitel, LandHealth 
Institute; Ambrose Liu, Mural Arts



What can I do? 

Greening 

Get Involved 
Reduce/Reuse/Recycle

Gardens and green spaces improve our 
neighborhoods and help reduce trash. Plants 
and trees can reduce stress and anxiety, clean 
our soil and air, and build community. When 
people feel good about where they live they are 
less likely to dump trash and litter. 

CLEAN OUR ENVIRONMENT
Lead in the soil can harm our health and CO2 from trucks and 
cars is a form of litter and waste. Plants and trees take in CO2 
and clean our air, making it healthier to breathe! Certain plants 
like sunflowers can be used to clean toxic soil-- this is called re-
mediation. Once the soil is clean we can use it to plant food.

BUILD COMMUNITY
Urban gardens help build community. Vacant lots attract trash, 
litter, drug abuse, and crime. Transform vacant lots into an ur-
ban garden to improve your neighborhood!

Los jardines y los espacios 
verdes mejoran nuestros 
barrios y ayudan a reducir la 
basura. Cuando las personas 
se sienten bien en el lugar 
donde viven, son menos 
propensas a contaminar y 
tirar basura. 

សួនច្បារនងិ យ មើ យ យើ 
ធវឲ្ើ យសង្កា តរ់ បស់យ ងើ 
កានត់ តក្បយសើរយ ងើ នងិ ជួ 
កាតប់ នា សំរាម។ យៅយពលត 
លមនុសសមានអារមមណ៍ លច្បា 
ំយ ោះទ្រី តនងែ ត លខួែនរស់យៅ ពរួ 
យេទ្នំ ងជាមនិ ពក្ង្ក នងិ យបាោះ
យោលសំរាមយ ោះយទ្។

ဥယျာဉ်တွေ စိမ်းလန်းကွင်းပြင်တွေဟာ 
နေထိုင်ရာ ပတ်ဝန်းကျင်အတွက် 
အကျိုးရှိစေပါတယ်၊ 
အမှိုက်တွေလျော့နည်းဖို့ ကူညီပေးပါ။ 
လူတွေဟာ သူတို့နေထိုင်တဲ့ နေရာကို 
နှစ်လိုစိတ်ရှိတယ်ဆိုရင် အမှိုက်တွေ၊ 
အမှိုက်ပုံးတွေကို စည်းမဲ့ကမ်းမဲ့ 
ပစ်နိုင်ခြေနည်းပါတယ်။

Các khu vườn và không gian 
xanh giúp cải thiện những khu 
phố của chúng ta và giúp giảm 
thiểu lượng rác thải. Khi con 
người cảm thấy tốt về nơi họ 
sống, họ ít có khả năng vứt và 
xả rác.

- Start a community garden (or join one that  
  already exists in your neighborhood!). 

- Join a cleanup through your PMBC Block 
  Captain or the Philly Spring Clean Up. 

- Check out www.illegaldumpfreepa.org, 
  where you can sign up to borrow a camera 
  to monitor and report illegal dumping. 

- Call 3-1-1 (or use the app) to report illegal 
  dumping and other violations.

- Call your councilperson or the Mayor to let 
  them know you support improvements to 
  our waste management system.  Here are 
  some ideas of what you could advocate for: 
 - legislation to ban plastic bags 
 - more bilingual trash information
 - trash pickup twice per week in densely  
   populated neighborhoods
 - cameras to monitor illegal dumping 
  You can find your councilperson’s contact 
  info online at www.phlcouncil.com

Here are some things you can do to help solve Philly’s 
trash and litter problem:

"Mayor Kenney has promised* to make substantial progress 
towards the development of a citywide litter plan for public release 
by the end of his first year in office; he has promised to convene 
a litter cabinet and appoint a point person in his administration to 
oversee the implementation of a cross-departmental litter action 
plan.  [...] As citizens concerned for our communities, it is our 
responsibility to hold Mayor Kenney accountable to his promise 
and call on City Council to act."   
 - Maurice Sampson, Clean Water Action, *Kenney Transition 
Report, page 34, released January 5, 2016

Recycling is an easy way to protect our environment and reduce 
trash and litter in our neighborhoods! What goes in the recycling 
bin?

 Tái chế làm giảm lượng rác thải và sự xả rác, giúp bảo 
vệ môi trường của chúng ta. Những loại rác nào có thể 
được cho vào thùng rác tái chế?

El reciclaje reduce la basura, los desperdicios y 
protege al medio ambiente. ¿Que se puede colocar en 
el contenedor de reciclaje?

စွန့်ပစ်ပစ္စည်းကို ပြန်လည်အသုံးချခြင်းဟာ အမှိုက်တွေ လျော့ကျစေပြီး 
ကျွန်တော်ကျွန်မတို့ရဲ့ ပတ်ဝန်းကျင်ကို ကာကွယ်ပေးပါတယ်။ 
စွန့်ပစ်ပစ္စည်း အမှိုက်ပုံးထဲမှာ ဘာတွေကိုပစ်လို့ရပါသလဲ?

ការកែច្នៃ សំរាម ដើម្ប ីប្រើ ឡើង វិញជួយកាត់បន្ថយសំរាមនិងការពង្រា
យ និងការពារបរិស្ថានរបស់យើង។ តើអ្វីខ្លះដែលយើង អាចចោលបាន  
ក្នុងធុងសំរាមសំរាប់ កែច្នៃ  ប្រើ ឡើង វិញ?

The city provides recycling pickup service on the same day as trash 
day.  If you do not have a blue bin you can still recycle: just write 

“RECYCLING” on any plastic or metal container 32 gallons or smaller!

ប្រសិនបើលោកអ្នកគ្មាន
ធុងសំរាមពណ៌ខៀវនោះទេ 
លោកអ្នកគ្រាន់តែសរសេរអក្សរថា 
“ RECYCLING” នៅលើធុងប្លាស់
ស្ទិចឬលោហធាតុដែលមានទំហុំ 32 
ហ្គាឡូនឬតូចជាងនេះ។

Nếu bạn không có thùng màu 
xanh, bạn vẫn có thể tái chế 
-- chỉ cần viết “RECYCLING”  
trên bất kỳ thùng chứa bằng 
nhựa hoặc kim loại nào có 
dung tích 32 gallon hoặc nhỏ 
hơn.

Si no tienes un contenedor 
azul, puedes reciclar 
igualmente: simplemente 
escribe “RECYCLING” en 
cualquier recipiente de 
plástico o de metal de unos 32 
galones o menos. 

သင့်ဆီမှာ အမှိုက်ပုံးအပြာမရှိဘူးဆိုရ
င်လည်း - ၃၂ ဂါလံအရွယ်ဒါမှမဟုတ် 
သူ့ထက်သေးတဲ့ အရွယ် 
ပလပ်စတစ်သို့မဟုတ် သတ္တုပုံး 
တခုခုမှာ "RECYCLING" လို့ 
စာကပ်ပြီး ပြန်သုံးလို့ရတဲ့ ပစ္စည်းတွေကို 
ပစ်လို့ရပါတယ်။

Look inside for more information about your trash rights and 
responsibilities!

Visit www.philadelphiastreets.com/recycling for more info about Philly’s recycling system and what can and cannot be recycled.
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IS PRO
JEC

T

“W
e H

ave a Right to a C
lean C

ity” BY: M
argaret Kearney, Lead 

A
rtist/Instructor, and Ron W

hyte (D
eep G

reen Philly), Lead A
ctivist/

Instructor.  A
 product of Trash A

cadem
y. 

TRA
SH

 A
C

A
D

EM
Y. Trash is a pernicious problem

 across the city 
(nicknam

ed “Filthadelphia”) and is especially pervasive in Southeast 
Philadelphia. Trash A

cadem
y is a “collaboratory” w

ith com
m

unity 
residents of South Philadelphia, M

argaret Kearney, The C
ity of 

Philadelphia M
ural A

rts Program
’s Restored Spaces Initiative, and 

LandH
ealth Institute.

V
isiting environm

ental activist Ron W
hyte, artist M

argaret Kearney, 
and environm

ental science classroom
 teacher D

r. N
oah G

oldm
an 

collaborated to guide students at Southern H
igh School through 

an investigation of city system
s, citizen rights, and responsibilities 

related to litter. To develop this tool, they researched relevant 
services and solutions by interview

ing experts and decision m
akers, 

visiting key sites, and engaging in critical discussion. 
 RESTO

RED
 SPA

C
ES. D

avid H
arvey defines the “right to the city” 

as “a right to change ourselves by changing the city.” M
ural A

rts’ 
Restored Spaces Initiative uses socially-engaged public art as a 
platform

 for neighborhood change. The initiative w
orks hand-in-hand 

w
ith diverse groups including grassroots com

m
unity organizations, 

activists, nonprofits, and engaged neighbors to develop and plan 
projects at the intersection of public art, social justice, and the 
environm

ent.

W
e H

ave a Right to a 
C

lean C
ity!

យ
ើងមានស

ិទ្ធិទទួល
 បាន ទីក្រុងស

្អាត!

C
húng ta có Q

uyền được sống 
trong m

ột Thành phố Sạch 
đẹp! A

 Practical G
uide to Trash Rights and 

Responsibilities in Philadelphia 
¡Tenem

os derecho a una 
ciudad lim

pia!

က
ျွန်တ

ော် က
ျွန်မတ

ို့မှာ သ
န့်ရှင်းတ

ဲ့ 
မြို့တ

ော်တ
စ်ခု ရပိုင်ခွင့်ရှိပါတ

ယ
်!
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EM
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D
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TS: Bahyna, Brenay 
Banks, A

kiem
a Boggs, Jordan H

eng, A
m

inata 
Kam

ara, Isaac Lupaya, W
illiam

 M
ickens, A

n 
N

guyen, Joseph O
rtiz, Zandra Parker, Lisbeth 

Perez, Regina, A
lex Rodriguez, Talon Sander, 

Rakim
 Shay, TJ, Tim

m
y Tran

SPO
N

SO
RS: M

ajor support for Trash A
cadem

y 
is provided by the Surdna Foundation. Restored 
Spaces is funded by PTS Foundation, Surdna 
Foundation, and the FA

O
 Schw

arz Fam
ily 

Foundation. 
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nnie 
Preston, Philadelphia Parks and Recreation; 
Julie H

ancher, G
reen Philly Blog; D
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ental Farm
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M
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What can I do? 

Greening 

Get Involved 
Reduce/Reuse/Recycle

Gardens and green spaces improve our 
neighborhoods and help reduce trash. Plants 
and trees can reduce stress and anxiety, clean 
our soil and air, and build community. When 
people feel good about where they live they are 
less likely to dump trash and litter. 

CLEAN OUR ENVIRONMENT
Lead in the soil can harm our health and CO2 from trucks and 
cars is a form of litter and waste. Plants and trees take in CO2 
and clean our air, making it healthier to breathe! Certain plants 
like sunflowers can be used to clean toxic soil-- this is called re-
mediation. Once the soil is clean we can use it to plant food.

BUILD COMMUNITY
Urban gardens help build community. Vacant lots attract trash, 
litter, drug abuse, and crime. Transform vacant lots into an ur-
ban garden to improve your neighborhood!

Los jardines y los espacios 
verdes mejoran nuestros 
barrios y ayudan a reducir la 
basura. Cuando las personas 
se sienten bien en el lugar 
donde viven, son menos 
propensas a contaminar y 
tirar basura. 

សួនច្បារនងិ យ មើ យ យើ 
ធវឲ្ើ យសង្កា តរ់ បស់យ ងើ 
កានត់ តក្បយសើរយ ងើ នងិ ជួ 
កាតប់ នា សំរាម។ យៅយពលត 
លមនុសសមានអារមមណ៍ លច្បា 
ំយ ោះទ្រី តនងែ ត លខួែនរស់យៅ ពរួ 
យេទ្នំ ងជាមនិ ពក្ង្ក នងិ យបាោះ
យោលសំរាមយ ោះយទ្។

ဥယျာဉ်တွေ စိမ်းလန်းကွင်းပြင်တွေဟာ 
နေထိုင်ရာ ပတ်ဝန်းကျင်အတွက် 
အကျိုးရှိစေပါတယ်၊ 
အမှိုက်တွေလျော့နည်းဖို့ ကူညီပေးပါ။ 
လူတွေဟာ သူတို့နေထိုင်တဲ့ နေရာကို 
နှစ်လိုစိတ်ရှိတယ်ဆိုရင် အမှိုက်တွေ၊ 
အမှိုက်ပုံးတွေကို စည်းမဲ့ကမ်းမဲ့ 
ပစ်နိုင်ခြေနည်းပါတယ်။

Các khu vườn và không gian 
xanh giúp cải thiện những khu 
phố của chúng ta và giúp giảm 
thiểu lượng rác thải. Khi con 
người cảm thấy tốt về nơi họ 
sống, họ ít có khả năng vứt và 
xả rác.

- Start a community garden (or join one that  
  already exists in your neighborhood!). 

- Join a cleanup through your PMBC Block 
  Captain or the Philly Spring Clean Up. 

- Check out www.illegaldumpfreepa.org, 
  where you can sign up to borrow a camera 
  to monitor and report illegal dumping. 

- Call 3-1-1 (or use the app) to report illegal 
  dumping and other violations.

- Call your councilperson or the Mayor to let 
  them know you support improvements to 
  our waste management system.  Here are 
  some ideas of what you could advocate for: 
 - legislation to ban plastic bags 
 - more bilingual trash information
 - trash pickup twice per week in densely  
   populated neighborhoods
 - cameras to monitor illegal dumping 
  You can find your councilperson’s contact 
  info online at www.phlcouncil.com

Here are some things you can do to help solve Philly’s 
trash and litter problem:

"Mayor Kenney has promised* to make substantial progress 
towards the development of a citywide litter plan for public release 
by the end of his first year in office; he has promised to convene 
a litter cabinet and appoint a point person in his administration to 
oversee the implementation of a cross-departmental litter action 
plan.  [...] As citizens concerned for our communities, it is our 
responsibility to hold Mayor Kenney accountable to his promise 
and call on City Council to act."   
 - Maurice Sampson, Clean Water Action, *Kenney Transition 
Report, page 34, released January 5, 2016

Recycling is an easy way to protect our environment and reduce 
trash and litter in our neighborhoods! What goes in the recycling 
bin?

 Tái chế làm giảm lượng rác thải và sự xả rác, giúp bảo 
vệ môi trường của chúng ta. Những loại rác nào có thể 
được cho vào thùng rác tái chế?

El reciclaje reduce la basura, los desperdicios y 
protege al medio ambiente. ¿Que se puede colocar en 
el contenedor de reciclaje?

စွန့်ပစ်ပစ္စည်းကို ပြန်လည်အသုံးချခြင်းဟာ အမှိုက်တွေ လျော့ကျစေပြီး 
ကျွန်တော်ကျွန်မတို့ရဲ့ ပတ်ဝန်းကျင်ကို ကာကွယ်ပေးပါတယ်။ 
စွန့်ပစ်ပစ္စည်း အမှိုက်ပုံးထဲမှာ ဘာတွေကိုပစ်လို့ရပါသလဲ?

ការកែច្នៃ សំរាម ដើម្ប ីប្រើ ឡើង វិញជួយកាត់បន្ថយសំរាមនិងការពង្រា
យ និងការពារបរិស្ថានរបស់យើង។ តើអ្វីខ្លះដែលយើង អាចចោលបាន  
ក្នុងធុងសំរាមសំរាប់ កែច្នៃ  ប្រើ ឡើង វិញ?

The city provides recycling pickup service on the same day as trash 
day.  If you do not have a blue bin you can still recycle: just write 

“RECYCLING” on any plastic or metal container 32 gallons or smaller!

ប្រសិនបើលោកអ្នកគ្មាន
ធុងសំរាមពណ៌ខៀវនោះទេ 
លោកអ្នកគ្រាន់តែសរសេរអក្សរថា 
“ RECYCLING” នៅលើធុងប្លាស់
ស្ទិចឬលោហធាតុដែលមានទំហុំ 32 
ហ្គាឡូនឬតូចជាងនេះ។

Nếu bạn không có thùng màu 
xanh, bạn vẫn có thể tái chế 
-- chỉ cần viết “RECYCLING”  
trên bất kỳ thùng chứa bằng 
nhựa hoặc kim loại nào có 
dung tích 32 gallon hoặc nhỏ 
hơn.

Si no tienes un contenedor 
azul, puedes reciclar 
igualmente: simplemente 
escribe “RECYCLING” en 
cualquier recipiente de 
plástico o de metal de unos 32 
galones o menos. 

သင့်ဆီမှာ အမှိုက်ပုံးအပြာမရှိဘူးဆိုရ
င်လည်း - ၃၂ ဂါလံအရွယ်ဒါမှမဟုတ် 
သူ့ထက်သေးတဲ့ အရွယ် 
ပလပ်စတစ်သို့မဟုတ် သတ္တုပုံး 
တခုခုမှာ "RECYCLING" လို့ 
စာကပ်ပြီး ပြန်သုံးလို့ရတဲ့ ပစ္စည်းတွေကို 
ပစ်လို့ရပါတယ်။

Look inside for more information about your trash rights and 
responsibilities!

Visit www.philadelphiastreets.com/recycling for more info about Philly’s recycling system and what can and cannot be recycled.
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A
BO

U
T TH

IS PRO
JEC

T

“W
e H

ave a Right to a C
lean C

ity” BY: M
argaret Kearney, Lead 

A
rtist/Instructor, and Ron W

hyte (D
eep G

reen Philly), Lead A
ctivist/

Instructor.  A
 product of Trash A

cadem
y. 

TRA
SH

 A
C

A
D

EM
Y. Trash is a pernicious problem

 across the city 
(nicknam

ed “Filthadelphia”) and is especially pervasive in Southeast 
Philadelphia. Trash A

cadem
y is a “collaboratory” w

ith com
m

unity 
residents of South Philadelphia, M

argaret Kearney, The C
ity of 

Philadelphia M
ural A

rts Program
’s Restored Spaces Initiative, and 

LandH
ealth Institute.

V
isiting environm

ental activist Ron W
hyte, artist M

argaret Kearney, 
and environm

ental science classroom
 teacher D

r. N
oah G

oldm
an 

collaborated to guide students at Southern H
igh School through 

an investigation of city system
s, citizen rights, and responsibilities 

related to litter. To develop this tool, they researched relevant 
services and solutions by interview

ing experts and decision m
akers, 

visiting key sites, and engaging in critical discussion. 
 RESTO

RED
 SPA

C
ES. D

avid H
arvey defines the “right to the city” 

as “a right to change ourselves by changing the city.” M
ural A

rts’ 
Restored Spaces Initiative uses socially-engaged public art as a 
platform

 for neighborhood change. The initiative w
orks hand-in-hand 

w
ith diverse groups including grassroots com

m
unity organizations, 

activists, nonprofits, and engaged neighbors to develop and plan 
projects at the intersection of public art, social justice, and the 
environm

ent.

W
e H

ave a Right to a 
C

lean C
ity!

យ
ើងមានស

ិទ្ធិទទួល
 បាន ទីក្រុងស

្អាត!

C
húng ta có Q

uyền được sống 
trong m

ột Thành phố Sạch 
đẹp! A

 Practical G
uide to Trash Rights and 

Responsibilities in Philadelphia 
¡Tenem

os derecho a una 
ciudad lim

pia!

က
ျွန်တ

ော် က
ျွန်မတ

ို့မှာ သ
န့်ရှင်းတ

ဲ့ 
မြို့တ

ော်တ
စ်ခု ရပိုင်ခွင့်ရှိပါတ

ယ
်!

TRA
SH
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C

A
D

EM
Y STU

D
EN

TS: Bahyna, Brenay 
Banks, A

kiem
a Boggs, Jordan H

eng, A
m

inata 
Kam

ara, Isaac Lupaya, W
illiam

 M
ickens, A

n 
N

guyen, Joseph O
rtiz, Zandra Parker, Lisbeth 

Perez, Regina, A
lex Rodriguez, Talon Sander, 

Rakim
 Shay, TJ, Tim

m
y Tran

SPO
N

SO
RS: M

ajor support for Trash A
cadem

y 
is provided by the Surdna Foundation. Restored 
Spaces is funded by PTS Foundation, Surdna 
Foundation, and the FA

O
 Schw

arz Fam
ily 

Foundation. 

BIG
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G
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ngela Vogel 

&
 Yaz N

aajibi, ED
G

E Philly; Selena W
illiam

s, 
Philadelphia Streets D

epartm
ent; A

nnie 
Preston, Philadelphia Parks and Recreation; 
Julie H

ancher, G
reen Philly Blog; D

usty H
inz &

 
N

athan Kleinm
an, Experim

ental Farm
 N

etw
ork; 

M
aurice Sam

pson, C
lean W

ater A
ction

PRO
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T: Julius Ferraro, Shari 

H
ersh, and M

argaret Kearney.

M
O

RE TH
A

N
KS: Scott Q

uitel, LandH
ealth 

Institute; A
m

brose Liu, M
ural A

rts



In Philadelphia you have a right to:

Have your trash picked up! Have a clean street! 
What is dumping? 
Placing your household 
or business trash in 
a public trash can, in 
the park, or anywhere 
but outside your own 
property is illegal 
dumping.

Bãi rác là gì? Đổ rác gia đình 
và rác doanh nghiệp vào 
thùng rác công cộng, trong 
công viên, hoặc bất cứ đâu 
nhưng không được đổ tại 
những bãi rác bất hợp pháp 
nằm ngoài tài sản cá nhân 
của bạn. 

តើអ្វីទៅជាការពង្រាយសំរាមនោះ? ការដាក់សំ
រាមផ្ទះបាយឬអាជីវកម្មរបស់លោកអ្នកទៅ
ក្នុងធុងសំរាម សាធារណៈ នៅតាមសួនច្បារ 
ឬទីកន្លែងណាមួយនៅក្រៅគេហដ្ឋាន 
ឬក្រៅកន្លែង ជាកម្ម សិទ្ធ ផ្ទាល់ខ្លួនរប
ស់លោកអ្នកគឺជាការពង្រាយសំរាមដោយខុស
ច្បាប់។

စည်းကမ်းမဲ့ အမှိုက်သွန်တယ်ဆိုတာ 
ဘာလဲ? သင့်အိမ်မှ သို့မဟုတ် 
လုပ်ငန်းခွင်မှ ထွက်လာသော 
အမှိုက်များကို ပန်းခြံ သို့မဟုတ် မိမိအိမ် 
ပြင်ပ မည်သည့်နေရာတွင်မဆိုရှိသော  
အများပြည်သူပိုင် အမှိုက်ပုံးထဲမှာ သွန်ခြင်းကို 
ဥပဒေနှင့် မညီသော စည်းကမ်းမဲ့ အမှိုက် 
သွန်ခြင်းလို့ ခေါ်ပါတယ်။  ¿Qué es tirar basura donde 

no se debe? Tirar tu basura 
doméstica o comercial en 
un contenedor de basura 
público, en el parque o en 
cualquier lugar fuera de tu 
propiedad es tirar basura 
donde no se debe de forma 
ilegal. 

Dumping trash is against the 
law. People and businesses 
that dump trash face fines up 
to $10,000 and up to five 
years in prison.

It is against the law to throw 
your trash on the ground. 
Authorities can fine an 
individual up to $150 for 
littering. Hold onto it until you 
find a trash or recycling bin.

In Philadelphia, trash and 
recycling are picked up 
once per week in front of 
your house.

What can you do with your 
food waste to avoid vermin 
or bad smells? 

Property owners are required 
to provide all tenants with 
trash cans and recycle bins, 
and are responsible for 
informing their tenants of all 
sanitation rules.

What if it’s not done right? 

Sanitation Convenience 
Centers
Sanitation convenience centers are for items that 
will not be taken by the weekly trash pick up.

Bulk Items:  

2 per week  

The sidewalk in front of 
your property is your 
responsibility. All property 
owners (businesses and 
residents) are required to 
sweep any trash on their 
land daily. 

What kind of help can I get if someone else 
dumps trash or litters on my street?

Request cleaning from the city

Get help cleaning 
it yourself

You can request to 
borrow supplies for a 
cleanup and arrange 
garbage pickup from 
the Community Life 
Improvement Program at  
www.phila.gov/clip.

You can call the water 
department to have your storm 
drain cleaned at 215-685-6300.

Block captains can request a public trash can 
on their block through the Philadelphia More 

Beautiful Committee: 
www.philadelphiastreets.com/pmbc

You can call 3-1-1 (or use the 
app) to:
 - get dumping removed
 - get graffiti removed
 - report nuisance properties 
   (full of trash, debris, 
   overgrowth) 

Trash

If the truck doesn’t pick 
up your trash, or leaves 
behind spilled out trash, 
you can call the Area 
Supervisor at 215-686-
5560. If you can, make 

sure to note the location, 
time and vehicle number on 

the door.

Recycling 

If the recycling truck 
doesn’t pick up your bin, or 
if the regular trash truck is 
picking up your recycling, 
you can call 215-685-7329 

to report it.

Tirar basura donde no se 
debe es ilegal: 10 000 $ 
de multa, hasta 5 años de 
prisión.

Los centros de servicio 
de saneamiento son para 
los artículos que no se 
recogen semanalmente con 
la basura.

Tu propietario tiene que 
darte un contenedor 
de basura e informarte 
de todas las reglas 
relacionadas con la  
basura. 

¿Qué pasa si hay un 
problema con mi recolección 
de basura o material de 
reciclaje? Informa del 
problema. Basura: 215-686-
5560. Reciclaje: 215-685-
7329. 

En Filadelfia la basura y 
el material de reciclaje 
son recogidos una vez por 
semana en frente de tu 
casa.

¿Qué puedo hacer si 
alguien tira basura 
donde no debe o 
ensucia mi calle? 

Puedes llamar al 3-1-1 (o 
utilizar la aplicación) para 
que se recoja la basura, se 
borre un grafiti e informar 
sobre sitios llenos de 
basura o con un crecimiento 
excesivo de la misma. 

 Es ilegal arrojar tu basura 
al suelo: 150 $ de multa.

 Đổ rác trái pháp luật, phạt 
$10.000, tối đa 5 năm tù 
giam.

 Các trung tâm vệ sinh 
tiện lợi sẽ xử lý số rác thải 
không được dọn hàng tuần.

Chủ nhà phải dành cho 
bạn một thùng rác và 
nói cho bạn biết tất cả 
các quy định về rác thải.

Chủ nhà phải dành cho bạn 
một thùng rác và nói cho 
bạn biết tất cả các quy định 
về rác thải.

Tại Philadelphia, thùng rác 
và thùng tái chế được dọn 
mỗi tuần một lần trước nhà 
của bạn.

Tôi có thể nhận được 
sự giúp đỡ nào nếu có 
ai đó xả rác trên con 
đường của tôi? 

Bạn có thể gọi 3-1-1 (hoặc 
sử dụng ứng dụng) để các 
bãi rác được dọn dẹp, các 
hình ảnh graffiti được xóa 
bỏ, cũng như báo cáo tình 
trạng đầy rác hay lượng rác 
tăng lên quá nhanh.

Xả rác nơi công cộng là trái 
pháp luật, phạt $150.

ការពង្រាយសំរាមគឺខុ ស នឹងច្បាប់ 
នឹងត្រូវទទួលការផាកពិន័យចំនួន 
10,000 ដុល្លារ 
ហើយអាចជាប់គុករហូតដល់ 5 
ឆ្នាំទៀតផង។

មជ្ឈមណ្ឌលសំអាត អនាម័យគឺសំរាប់ 
វត្ថុ ដែលមិន បាន ប្រ មូលយកដោយអ្នក
ប្រមូលសំរាមប្រចាំសប្តាហ៍។

ម្ចាស់ផ្ទះរបស់លោកអ្នកត្រូវតែផ្
តល់ធុងសំរាមដល់លោកអ្នកនិងប្រា
ប់លោកអ្នកអំពីវិន័យដាក់សំរាម។

តើខ្ញុំ ត្រូវ ធ្វើដូចម្តេច ប្រសិនបើមានបញ្
ហាជាមួយនឹងការប្រមូលសំរាមឬសារធាតុដែ
លអាចកែច្នៃឡើង វិញបានរបស់ ខ្ញុំនោះ? 
សូមលោកអ្នកទូរស័ព្ទរាយការណ៍មកលេខ 
215-686-5560 សំរាប់បញ្ហាសំរាម 
និងលេខ 215-685-7329 សំរាប់បញ្ហា
សារធាតុដែលអាចកែច្នៃឡើង វិញបាន។

នៅក្នុងរដ្ឋហ្វីឡាដែលហ្វៀរ
(Philadelphia) សំរាមនិងសារធាតុដែ
លអាចប្រើប្រាស់ឡើងវិញត្រូវបានគេប្រមូល
យកម្តងក្នុងមួយសប្តាហ៍នៅមុខផ្ទះរ
បស់លោកអ្នក។

តើខ្ញុំអាចទទួលបានជំនួយអ្វីខ្លះ 
ប្រសិនបើអ្នកណាម្នាក់បោះចោលសំ
រាមឬពង្រាយសំរាមនៅលើផ្លូវរបស់
ខ្ញុំនោះ?

លោកអ្នកអាចទូរស័ព្ទមកកាន់លេខ 
3-1-1(ឬប្រើកម្មវិធីអាប - app) 
ដើម្បីឲ្យគេមក យកសំរាមចេញ 
ឬលុបចោលស្នាមគំនូរ តាម ផ្លូវ របស់ 
អ្នក និងរាយការណ៍អំពីកន្លែង 
ដែលមាន គំនរសំរាមឬដែលមានដុប 
ដុះពាសពេញនោះ។

 វាគឺខុស នឹងច្បាប់ក្នុង ការ បោះចោ
លសំរាមរបស់លោកអ្នកនៅលើដីនិង
ត្រូវទទួលការផាកពិន័យចំនួន150 
ដុល្លារចំពោះការពង្រាយនេះ។

အမှိုက်တွေကို စည်းကမ်းမဲ့သွန်တာဟာ 
တရားဥပဒေနဲ့ မညီပါဘူး၊ ဒဏ်ငွေ 
$100,000၊ ထောင် ငါးနှစ်အထိ 
ကျနိုင်ပါတယ်။

အပတ်စဉ် အမှိုက်သိမ်းတဲ့အခါ 
ယူမသွားတဲ့ ပစ္စည်းတွေကို 
သန့်ရှင်းကျန်းမာ အဆင်ပြေရေး 
(Sanitation convenience) 
စင်တာတွေမှာ လာပစ်လို့ရပါတယ်။ 

အိမ်ရှင်က အိမ်ငှားအတွက် 
အမှိုက်ပုံးစီစဉ်ပေးပြီး အမှိုက်နဲ့ 
ပတ်သက်တဲ့ စည်းကမ်း 
ချက်များအားလုံး ကိုလည်း 
ပြောပြရမှာဖြစ်ပါတယ်။ 

အမှိုက်ဒါမှမဟုတ် စွန့်ပစ်ပစ္စည်း 
သိမ်းတဲ့နေရာမှာ ပြသနာတခုခုရှိရင် 
ဘာလုပ်ရမလဲ? အမှိုက်အတွက် 
215-686-5560၊ စွန့်ပစ်ပစ္စည်း 
အတွက် 215-685-7329 
ဖုန်းဆက်နိုင်ပါတယ်။

Philadelphia မှာ အမှိုက်နဲ့ 
စွန့်ပစ်ပစ္စည်းတွေကို 
တစ်ပတ်တစ်ခါ သင့်အိမ်ရှ့မှ 
လာရောက် သိမ်းယူပါတယ်။ 

ကျွန်တော် ကျွန်မတို့ လမ်းထဲမှာ 
တခြားတယောက်ယောက်က 
အမှိုက်လာသွန်တယ် 
အမှိုက်ပစ်တယ်ဆိုရင် ဘယ်လို 
ဆောင်ရွက်ပေးမလဲ၊

အမှိုက်ကို လာရှင်းစေဖို့၊ နံရံမှာ 
ဂရက်ဖီတီဆွဲတာကို လာဖျက်စေဖို့ 
၃-၁-၁ ကို ဖုန်းဆက်ပြီး (သို့မဟုတ် 
အပလီကေးရှင်းကို အသုံးပြုပြီး) 
နေအိမ်မှာ အမှိုက်ပြည့်နေပြီ 
ဒါမှမဟုတ် အမှိုက်တွေ လျှံနေပြီ ဟု 
အကြောင်းကြားပါ။ 

မြေကြီးပေါ်မှာ 
အမှိုက်ပစ်ချတာဟာလည်း ဥပဒေနဲ့ 
မညီပါဘူး။ စည်းကမ်းမဲ့ အမှိုက်ပစ်တဲ့ 
အတွက် ဒဏ်ငွေ $150 
ကျနိုင်ပါတယ်။ 

When? 
 - Find your block’s trash day at 
 property.phila.gov (or call 
 215-686-5560). 

 - Trash can be placed curbside the 
 night before the pickup date after 
 7pm in the summer and after 5pm in 
 the winter. 

 - For holiday trash and 
 recycling schedules please visit 
 www.philadelphiastreets.com

How much? 

and or 

As much as 
you want! x4 x4

1. Keep food waste separate from other trash 
and store it in your freezer or refrigerator until 
trash day.

2. Invest in a garbage disposal or ask your land-
lord about installing one.

3. Double bag food waste and store it in a trash-
can (in backyard or alley way) with an airtight 
lid until trash day. 

4. Save leftovers and re-use them in another 
meal.

5. Compost leftovers in a personal bin or at your 
neighborhood community garden

YES

NO
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What’s the big problem 
with trash?

 Vấn đề lớn của rác thải 
là gì? Rác thải không tốt 
và không công bằng cho 
chúng ta, thành phố, và 
môi trường của chúng 
ta.

အမှိုက်တွေက 
ဘယ်လိုပြသနာကြီးတွေရှိလဲ? 
အမှိုက်တွေဟာ ကျန်းမာရေးနဲ့ 
မညီညွတ်ဘူး၊ ကျွန်တော် 
ကျွန်မတို့တွေ၊ ကျွန်တော် 
ကျွန်မတို့ နေထိုင်ရာ မြို့တော်၊ 
ပတ်ဝန်းကျင်တို့ အတွက် 
မသင့်တော်ပါဘူး။

តើអ្វីទៅជាបញ្ហាធំរបស់ 
សំរាមនោះ? សំរាមផ្តល់សុខភា
ពមិនល្អនិងមិនសមរម្យសម្
រាប់យើង ទីក្រុងយើងនិងបរិស្ថា
នរស់នៅរបស់យើង។

 ¿Cuál es el gran 
problema con la 
basura?  La basura no 
es saludable y es mala 
para nosotros, nuestra 
ciudad y nuestro medio 
ambiente.

Philadelphia is known as one of the 
dirtiest cities in the United States. Our 
city used to have trash pickup two times 
a week, but now that we’re back to just 
one pickup per week the system isn’t big 
enough to handle the amount of trash 
thrown out in the city. So where does it 
go? Too much of it goes to our streets!

Trash and litter are harmful to wildlife 
and to our environment. Trash on the 
street washes down storm drains to the 
river where it can seriously harm or kill 
fish and animals. We must protect and 
preserve the environment for future 
generations.

We live in a consumer culture. The 
buying and selling of products is what 
keeps our economy going, but this 
also generates a lot of trash, litter, and 
waste.  Many consumer products create 
waste like plastic bottles, potato chip 
bags, and plastic shopping bags. Most 
consumer goods themselves are used 
for a short period of time then thrown 
away, creating even more waste. This is 
unsustainable.

Trash and litter often make people 
feel ashamed of where they live. 
Trash and litter also attract disease 
carrying vermin. It can be stressful 
and depressing to live in a “dirty” 
neighborhood. 

ABOUT THIS PROJECT

“We Have a Right to a Clean City” BY: Margaret Kearney, Lead 
Artist/Instructor, and Ron Whyte (Deep Green Philly), Lead Activist/
Instructor.  A product of Trash Academy. 

TRASH ACADEMY. Trash is a pernicious problem across the city 
(nicknamed “Filthadelphia”) and is especially pervasive in Southeast 
Philadelphia. Trash Academy is a “collaboratory” with community 
residents of South Philadelphia, Margaret Kearney, The City of 
Philadelphia Mural Arts Program’s Restored Spaces Initiative, and 
LandHealth Institute.

Visiting environmental activist Ron Whyte, artist Margaret Kearney, 
and environmental science classroom teacher Dr. Noah Goldman 
collaborated to guide students at Southern High School through 
an investigation of city systems, citizen rights, and responsibilities 
related to litter. To develop this tool, they researched relevant 
services and solutions by interviewing experts and decision makers, 
visiting key sites, and engaging in critical discussion. 
 
RESTORED SPACES. David Harvey defines the “right to the city” 
as “a right to change ourselves by changing the city.” Mural Arts’ 
Restored Spaces Initiative uses socially-engaged public art as a 
platform for neighborhood change. The initiative works hand-in-hand 
with diverse groups including grassroots community organizations, 
activists, nonprofits, and engaged neighbors to develop and plan 
projects at the intersection of public art, social justice, and the 
environment.

We Have a Right to a 
Clean City!

យើងមានសិទ្ធិទទួល បាន ទីក្រុងស្អាត!

Chúng ta có Quyền được sống 
trong một Thành phố Sạch 

đẹp! 

A Practical Guide to Trash Rights and 
Responsibilities in Philadelphia 

¡Tenemos derecho a una 
ciudad limpia!

ကျွန်တော် ကျွန်မတို့မှာ သန့်ရှင်းတဲ့ 
မြို့တော်တစ်ခု ရပိုင်ခွင့်ရှိပါတယ်!

TRASH ACADEMY STUDENTS: Bahyna, Brenay 
Banks, Akiema Boggs, Jordan Heng, Aminata 
Kamara, Isaac Lupaya, William Mickens, An 
Nguyen, Joseph Ortiz, Zandra Parker, Lisbeth 
Perez, Regina, Alex Rodriguez, Talon Sander, 
Rakim Shay, TJ, Timmy Tran

SPONSORS: Major support for Trash Academy 
is provided by the Surdna Foundation. Restored 
Spaces is funded by PTS Foundation, Surdna 
Foundation, and the FAO Schwarz Family 
Foundation. 

BIG THANKS TO OUR INTERVIEWEES: Jeremy 
Griffin, environmental activist; Angela Vogel 
& Yaz Naajibi, EDGE Philly; Selena Williams, 
Philadelphia Streets Department; Annie 
Preston, Philadelphia Parks and Recreation; 
Julie Hancher, Green Philly Blog; Dusty Hinz & 
Nathan Kleinman, Experimental Farm Network; 
Maurice Sampson, Clean Water Action

PROJECT MANAGEMENT: Julius Ferraro, Shari 
Hersh, and Margaret Kearney.

MORE THANKS: Scott Quitel, LandHealth 
Institute; Ambrose Liu, Mural Arts


